CHAPTER XV. 1886.
' FAUST.'
IRVING had long wished to display his sardonic power in Goethe's great character of Mcphistophclcs. He had already given proof of his quality in this line in Louis XI. and Richard III.; but there was a piquancy and range in Mcphistophclcs which naturally offered him an attraction, from the mixture of the comic or grotesque with deep tragic force. It also offered room for a superb, and almost unlimited, display of scenic magnificence. The outlines of the story were already familiar enough with the public, owing to the ever-popular opera. This indeed was a drawback ; it seemed difficult to depart from the received arrangement of scenes in that most perfect libretto ; but the manager was laying out his plan on broader lines, and knew exactly what would attract. It was no secret, too, that in this particular display he was resolved to surpass all his previous efforts.
To Wills was entrusted the work of preparing the adaptation, this writer having, as I said, a command of flowing and melodious versification, which moreoverrs and students. This is a round of University distinctions that has never fallen to the lot of any other actor. We may see in it an instinctive recognition of a cultured and artistic feeling that has influenced the community and done excellent educational service.other institution, St. Mary's Asylum for the Blind, he promised also to give his services. Such a man was truly after the heart of the Irish.
